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New Trucking Laws Shine Headlights
on Agricultural Commodities
Casey Reynolds, PhD, Executive Director, Turfgrass Producers International
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is an agency within the United States Department of Transportation (USDOT) that regulates
the trucking industry in the United States, and
in December of 2015 published a Final Rule in
the Federal Register regarding Electronic

Registration is Open!

Logging Devices (ELDs) and Hours of Service
(HOS) Supporting Documents [Federal Register:

Docket No. FMCSA-2010-0167]. The intended
objective of this ruling was to improve commercial motor vehicle (CMV) safety and reduce the
overall paperwork burden for both motor
carriers and drivers by increasing the use of
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ELDs within the motor carrier industry, which
will in turn, improve compliance with the
applicable HOS rules. Specifically, this rule: (1)
Requires new technical specifications for ELDs
that address statutory requirements; (2) mandates ELDs for drivers currently using records
of duty status (RODS); (3) clarifies supporting

2019 Growing Better
Annual Meeting & Show
Quail Creek Plantation
Okeechobee, Florida

Thursday, April 25, 2019
Clay Shoot | Reception & Dinner

Friday, April 26, 2019
Trade Show | Seminars | Annual Meeting Lunch

News and Notes
Gilbert Named UF/IFAS Dean for

Website Need a Little Help? For a limited

Research: Veteran researcher Dr. Robert

time, TPF members get 25% off a new or re-

Gilbert has been named UF/IFAS Dean

designed website and a Free SSL certificate

of Research and director of the Florida

for one year. Erin Freel and Joel Bockoras

Agricultural Experiment Station.
A professor and chair of the UF/IFAS
agronomy department since 2014, Gilbert

with The Market Place have handled TPF’s
website for nearly a decade, so we can vouch for their great
customer service, and you’ll be supporting a Florida homegrown

had previously worked at the UF/IFAS Everglades Research and

business with real people you can talk to! (TMP also offers web

Education Center in Belle Glade, Florida, where he rose through

hosting services if it’s just time for a change - this offer doesn’t

the faculty ranks to become center director.
Gilbert, a UF/IFAS faculty member for 18 years, earned his bach-

apply). Visit TMP at www.tmpstyle.com and complete their
online questionnaire to determine what you need (or call Joel at

elor’s in biology from Carleton College in Minnesota, his master’s

352-821-0774). Use the code TURFGRASS and you'll be on your

in agronomy from UF/IFAS and his doctorate in soil science from

way!

Texas A&M. He took over as dean in January, following the retirement of Jackie Burns, who has been research dean since 2014.
“The dean of research can serve as a catalyst for our excellent

Sod Supervisor Needed, Osceola County: H & H Sod Company
is seeking an experienced sod production supervisor for their

research programs that are helping the residents of Florida, the

central Florida farming operations. For more information,

U.S. and the world,” Gilbert said. For example, smaller, so-called

contact Dave Dymond at 407-892-2024.

“seed grants” can provide funds to gather preliminary data necessary to attract large grants, he said. This approach has been useful
for UF/IFAS faculty to successfully garner the funding necessary
to tackle significant issues from citrus greening in Florida to
sustainable livestock production in Africa.
“UF/IFAS is such a broad and diverse organization that one of
my immediate goals will be to learn as much as I can about our
14 academic departments, two schools and 12 research and
education centers,” he said. “I also look forward to listening to
clientele groups representing our diverse agricultural and natural

resource base in the state.” Gilbert also spent time talking to
various groups throughout the state about the UF/IFAS industrial
hemp research project. Gilbert said those conversations have convinced him that there is a great demand across many agricultural
sectors to examine profitable alternative crops.

Welcome New Members!
Producer Members
South Florida Sod Farm, LLC

Matthew Tacilauskas | Loxahatchee, Florida
Tel: 954-635-7189 | mtacilauskas@soflasod.com
Turf Types: Latitude 36, Northbridge Bermudagrass; M66
(coming soon).
Florida’s first sod-on-plastic producer, South Florida Sod Farm
specializes in supplying golf courses and sports fields. Call for
ready-dates; wholesale only.

“A major goal of UF/IFAS and UF is to increase our upward
momentum and research pre-eminence,” Gilbert said. “Thanks to
the hard work of Dean Burns, our research staff and our faculty,

Associate Members

UF/IFAS had a record year with $166 million in external funding.”

Rabo AgriFinance

One of Gilbert’s long-term goals will be to help faculty with grant

Sage Gray | Okeechobee, Florida
Tel: 863-303-3359 | sage.gray@raboag.com
www.raboag.com

proposals and offering useful research forums. “My ultimate goal
is to be an effective dean by building effective teams willing to
work on difficult tasks together,” Gilbert said.

CFSTMA Hosts 7th Annual Field Day at
Lake Jem Farms March 21: The Central
Florida Sports Turf Managers Association
will host its 7th Annual Field Day at Lake
Jem Farms in Mount Dora on Thursday,
March 21. The event will feature trade
show booths, equipment displays and
demonstrations, and the opportunity to
earn CEUs. A farm tour will be available
after lunch, which will be provided by
Everglades Farm Equipment. Vendor registration and attendee
registration is available online at www.cfstma.org.
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RaboAgriFinance understands the unique challenges of
agriculture. Leveraging over 115 years of our parent company’s
experience and growth, we are positioned to help you and your
business succeed. Whether you’re an individual producer or
the head of a diversified corporate enterprise, you’ll find the
specialized agricultural finance packages to help your ambitions
become reality at Rabo AgriFinance.

Reusable Transport Packaging, Inc.

Adam Stillman | St. Petersburg, Florida
Tel: 727-224-9633 | adam@reusabletranspack.com
www.reusabletranspack.com
Reusable Transport Packaging offers plastic, reusable pallets to
the sod industry to help reduce costs, environmental impact
and worker-related injuries from wooden pallets. Cleaner,
stronger, safer and reusable!

Brouwer Kesmac
Full Page Ad
(New for Winter 2019)
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New Trucking Laws
(Continued from page 1)

at ensuring that ELDs are not used to harass CMV operators.
The final ruling was published on December 16th, 2015 and
is being implemented in three compliance phases (Figure 1).
Phase 1 – Awareness and Transition phase, was a two-year period
until December 2017 where carriers and drivers could voluntarily
use ELDs but could also use paper logs, devices with logging
software, or automatic on-board recording devices (AOBRDs).
Phase 2 – Phased-in Compliance phase began on December 18th,
2017 and currently exists until December 16 th, 2019. During this
time, carriers and drivers subject to the rule can use AOBRDs that
were installed prior to December 18th, 2017 or ELDs that are selfcertified and registered with the FMCSA. However, beginning on
December 16th, 2019, Phase 3 – Full Compliance phase begins
where all drivers and carriers subject to the rule must use selfPhoto: Ryan McKuhen, King Ranch Florida

certified ELDs that are registered with the FMCSA.
This new mandate includes an exemption for hauling agricultural products within a specified distance of an owner’s farm but
has also raised the question among state and federal regulators
and enforcement officers as to what exactly constitutes an
agricultural commodity. TPI members from the southern and
northeastern U.S. have already experienced problems and have
even had trucks stopped and ordered to drop their sod. On the
contrary, in many states there have yet to be any problems
brought to TPI’s attention. The lack of consistency in current interpretation of the term agricultural commodity and subsequent
enforcement has been an issue since the Phased-in Compliance

phase began last December and will likely continue to be a
concern until further clarification is provided.
In order to fully understand this issue, it’s important to cite
the code of federal regulations, which is where U.S. federal laws
and the definitions used to construct them are documented.
These regulations can be easily accessed in the Electronic Code
of Federal Regulations at www.ecfr.gov, specifically Title 49:
Transportation. Within Title 49 (49 CFR), all regulations relative
to HOS and ELDs can be found in Part 395 (49 CFR 395) and are
very clear as to when HOS and ELD rules do and do not apply.
For example, 49 CFR 395.1 (k) states the following: The provisions
of this part shall not apply during planting and harvesting periods
as determined by each state to drivers transporting (k)(1); Agricultural commodities from the source to a location within a 150 air-

mile radius from the source. Furthermore, Title 49 CFR 390.39
provides exemptions from any requirements in 49 CFR 395,
Hours of Service of Drivers, for covered farm vehicles under 49
CFR 390.39 (a)(3). This subpart defines covered farm vehicles as
straight trucks or articulated vehicles that are registered in state
with license plates or other designations that identify them as
farm vehicles, are operated by the owner or operator of a farm
or an employee or family member of that owner, are used to
transport agricultural commodities, and are not used in for-hire
motor carrier operations. Additionally, 49 CFR 390.5 provides
exemptions for farm vehicles that are controlled and operated
by a farmer as a private motor carrier of property transporting
agricultural products, farm machinery, or farm supplies to or
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from a farm and are being used within 150 air-miles of the
farmer’s farm.
While all of these regulations are quite clear, the current confusion among state and federal regulators, highway enforcement
officials, and sod producers appears to be in how to define an
agricultural commodity. The current definition used for enforcement of transportation laws can be found in 49 CFR 395.2 which
states as follows; Agricultural commodity means any agricultural
commodity, nonprocessed food, feed, fiber, or livestock (including
livestock as defined in sec. 602 of the Emergency Livestock Feed

Assistance Act of 1988 [7 U.S.C. 1471] and insects).
During the question and answer period of an FMCSA National
Training Center (NTC) webinar on June 28th, 2018, someone asked
if sod was considered to be an agricultural commodity and the
response from the presenters was no, sod is not considered to be
an agricultural commodity. A state police officer responsible for
commercial enforcement then reached out to FMCSA whose
response confirmed that they do not currently consider sod an
agricultural commodity and sod haulers are therefore subject to
the full 49 CFR 395 Hours or Service regulations. Since this time,
TPI members from at least 4 states have had issues with local
enforcement and have contacted us for assistance.
The primary issue to be addressed is sod’s lack of recognition
as an agricultural commodity under 49 CFR 395.2. During an
FMCSA listening session in Reno, NV on Saturday, September 22nd,

2018, I asked FMCSA officials if their current definition of agricultural commodities was going to be clarified and they stated that
the FMCSA is currently working with the USDA to further define
this term. TPI is currently working with the FMCSA, USDA, state
agricultural departments, and others to address this matter as
well. At the heart of our case are the many other instances in
which federal and state branches of government recognize sod as
an agricultural commodity. They include but are not limited to:
x

The USDA’s inclusion of sod in its Agricultural Census

x

The USDA’s definition of sod in the U.S. Farm Bill as a

x

horticultural commodity within the agriculture sector as
part of the Food, Conservation, and Energy Act of 2008
(Continued on page 6)
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New Trucking Laws
(Continued from page 4)
x

The USDA’s definition of sod in Specialty Crops found in
Title 7, Chapter 38 “Distribution and Marketing of Agricultural Products”

x

The Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) recognition
of turfgrass sod as an agricultural plant under Worker Protection Standard 40 CFR 170.3

x

The FMCSA’s recognition of sod farmers’ eligibility for
farmer waivers under 49 CFR 383.3 – Commercial Driver’s
License Standards, Requirements, and Penalties

x

Sod’s recognition as an agricultural commodity by U.S.
state departments of agriculture

x

Sod’s classification as an agricultural commodity with

Source: https://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/hours-service/elds/implementationtimeline

regard to Social Security (FICA) taxes, Federal Income Tax
Witholding, Federal Unemployment Tax, Federal Wage-

GA). This bill, H.R. 7004 titled the “Agricultural Trucking Relief Act

Hour Laws, the Migrant and Seasonal Worker Protections

of 2018” was introduced into the House of Representatives on

Act, Occupational Safety and Health Act (OSHA), and the

September 28th, 2018 and referred to the House Committee on

Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act (FIFRA)

Transportation and Infrastructure. Rep. Scott, who serves on the

Furthermore, turfgrass sod, much like many other agricultural

Agriculture Committee introduced the bill in response to the

commodities is planted and harvested annually, it is cultivated

needs of the agricultural industry in Georgia, and TPI is currently

and managed with similar techniques and equipment as other

seeking support from lawmakers. We have met with representa-

crops, and it is subject to the same impacts of weather including

tives from Rep. David Rouzer (R-NC), Rep. Rob Woodall (R-GA),

rainfall, drought, temperature, etc. It is subject to weed infesta-

Rep. David Price (D-NC), Rep. Drew Ferguson (R-GA), and Rep.

tions, insect pests, and plant disease factors that impact other

Brian Babin (R-TX). Reps. Babin, Ferguson, Rouzer, and Woodall

agricultural crops. Similarly, once harvested for sale it is also

all serve on the Transportation and Infrastructure Committee,

subject to perishing in transport as is many other agricultural

while Reps. Rouzer and Scott serve on the Agriculture Commit-

commodities.

tee. This bill is relatively new and as a result there are yet to be

On November 6th, 2018 TPI’s policy and public relations con-

any co-sponsors. However, TPI will continue working to generate

sultant Jonathan Moore arranged a meeting with TPI and FMCSA

support in the House of Representatives and will also seek a

officials at the USDOT headquarters in Washington, DC. We

similar companion bill in the Senate. With congressional

discussed this recent, more strict interpretation of agricultural

adjournment soon approaching, our primary goal is to build

commodities as defined in 49 CFR 395.2 and how it would

support on Capitol Hill so this measure has a head start when

impact sod producers and perhaps even seed producers

re-introduced in early 2019, the 116th session of Congress.

throughout the United States. The FMCSA officials stated that

We are continuing to hear from TPI members on how these

this is an important issue to them and laid out the path for TPI

regulations will impact their business and their concerns are

to submit a request for exemption under the provisions in 49

widespread. Some of the members we have talked to are more

CFR 381 – Waivers, Exemptions, and Pilot Programs, specifically

concerned about HOS than ELDs, because not being able to

381.310, which TPI has submitted. FMCSA officials did not guaran-

claim the agriculture commodity exemption in 49 CFR 395.1 (k)

tee any outcome of this submission but were very helpful in their

could drastically limit them from getting sod to customers in a

comments and were open to our request for exemption. TPI will

timely manner. Some members we have talked to are less

also be on the lookout for any future public notifications by the

concerned about HOS and are more concerned about ELDs and

FMCSA in regard to any Advanced Notices of Proposed Rule-

how the mandated use of these could impact their drivers. With

Making (ANPRM) that may address the 49 CFR 395.2 definition

regard to all of these concerns, the current Phased-in Compliance

of agricultural commodities. There are many agricultural com-

phase lasts until December 16th, 2019 after which point the Full

modities outside of non-processed food, feed, fiber, or livestock

Compliance phase begins where all drivers and carriers subject

and sod is not the only commodity being affected by this recent

to the rule must use self-certified ELDs registered with FMCSA.

interpretation. As a result, other commodity groups also have an

TPI will continue to work with FMCSA on this issue, and if you

interest in this issue and are working on behalf of their constitu-

have any questions, concerns, or comments about how the new

ents. One example is American Hort who represents greenhouse

rules regarding Electronic Logging Devices (ELDs) and Hours of

and nursery growers: TPI has been in communication with them

Service (HOS) Supporting Documents impact your business

as well as the American Farm Bureau Federation.

please reach out to us for discussion. Furthermore, if your elected

In addition to working with the FMCSA and USDA, TPI has

congressional and senate officials are willing to work with TPI to

visited with congressional and senate staff to seek legislative

support H.R. 7004 then please let us know that as well. More in-

relief. Specifically, we are seeking support for a bill introduced

formation on this topic will be presented at the TPI 2019 Interna-

into the U.S House of Representatives by Rep. Austin Scott (R-

tional Education Conference in Charlotte, NC from Feb 18-20th,
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and may also be the subject of future webinars or requests for
comments. In the meantime, there are several resources below

that may further explain the appropriate use of ELDs, HOS
requirements, and hauling of agricultural commodities.
A special thank you to our TPI members for their membership
which funds these types of efforts. We certainly could not fight

3.5 wide x 5 inches tall

these battles without your support. If you’re not a TPI member
and would like to join, we’d love to have you on our team! Please

Potential TPI Membership Plug

contact us at (800) 405-8873 for information on becoming a part
of TPI and be sure to ask about our introductory rate for new
members!
Please address any questions or comments to Casey Reynolds,
creynolds@TurfgrassSod.Org or (847) 737-1846.
Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA) website:
www.fmcsa.dot.gov
ELD Hours of Service (HOS) and Agriculture Exemptions: https://

For over 50 years, Turfgrass Producers International
has promoted the global environmental benefits
and use of turfgrass around the world through
education and research. With members in over
40 countries, TPI is dedicated to representing
and advancing the industry, promoting improved
practices, professional development, and
caring for the environment.

www.fmcsa.dot.gov/hours-service/elds/eld-hours-service-hos-andagriculture-exemptions
Interstate Truck Driver’s Guide to Hours of Service: https://

Wondering how your farm or business
can benefit from a TPI membership?

www.fmcsa.dot.gov/regulations/hours-service/interstate-truck-drivers-guide
-hours-service
Electronic Code of Federal Regulations, Title 49: Transportation: Part 395 –
Hours of Service of Drivers: https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?
SID=ed3f027b5f52785ddefdec0f7a0d23f4&mc=true&tpl=/ecfrbrowse/

Contact TPI Associate Executive Director
Karen Cooper at 847-737-7631 or
kcooper@TurfGrassSod.org

Title49/49cfr395_main_02.tpl

Learn more at www.turfgrasssod.org

www.TriEstAg.com

TriEst AG Group

Custom product application for weed, disease, and nematode control
Tarped treatments of methyl bromide - available for qualifying turf farms
Tarped and Non-tarped treatments of metam sodium for turf farms
Tarped treatments of Basamid®IRUJUHHQVWHHVIDLUZD\V DWKOHWLFƂHOGV

Half Page Ad
(New for Winter 2019)

Irrigation and Plant Nutrition
Irrigation design, sales and installation services
Sub Surface Drip, Drain Tile and Irri-Drain technologies available
Albion® Metalosate® Foliar Nutrition Products

L
BERTY ACRES
F E R T I L I Z E R

REDDICK EQUIPMENT COMPANY of NC, LLC
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Growing Better 2019
The TPF Annual Meeting & Show

Events
Growing Better returns to Quail Creek Plantation in Okeechobee, Florida
in the heart of the busy southeast Florida production area! This year’s event combines
the best of our traditional activities along with more Pop Up Seminars for unbeatable
networking, educational and business opportunities.

Skeet Shoot
Thursday, April 25 | Quail Creek Range
1:00 - 5:00 PM
Sign up individually or gather a group of your favorite shooting
buddies for an enjoyable afternoon on Quail Creek’s world class
range in a beautiful old-Florida setting. Prizes awarded for top
finishing teams & top scorer. ($110 per person)
Clay Shoot Participants must arrive by 12:00 PM in order to complete
the mandatory pre-event safety orientation.

Reception & Dinner
Thursday, April 25 | The Lodge at Quail Creek
6:30 - 9:00 PM
Join us at the Lodge at Quail Creek for our Growing Better
reception and dinner, where we’re always cooking up something
delicious and something fun. Visit with friends, relax around the
firepit, and see what we’ve cooked up this year! ($60 per person)

Schedule
THURSDAY, APRIL 25
12:00 Noon
Clay Shoot Check In
and Orientation (Required)
Quail Creek Pavilion
1:00 - 5:00 PM
Clay Shoot Competition
6:30 - 9:00 PM
Reception & Dinner
The Lodge at
Quail Creek Plantation

FRIDAY, APRIL 26
7:15 - 8:00 AM
Tabletop Exhibitor Move-in
(must be complete by 8:15)
8:30 AM
Registration & Breakfast
Trade Show Begins
9:30 AM
Pop-Up Seminars
(See schedule on site)
Trade Show Remains Open

Trade Show and Annual Meeting Lunch
Friday, April 26 | The Pavilion, Quail Creek
8:30 AM- 1:30 PM
Friday offers non-stop activities, beginning with breakfast
(provided by Everglades Farm Equipment) and exhibitor
displays, Pop-Up seminars, our famous Bucket Raffle, and
TPF’s annual meeting lunch. ($60 per person)
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12:00 P M
Annual Meeting Lunch
1:15 PM
Bucket Raffle Drawing
1:30 PM
Show Closes
Exhibitors Move Out

Pop-Up Seminars

2019 Partner Sponsors

Short, sweet and to the point: popup seminars are 20 minute sessions
that give you all the facts without
the fluff. Pop-Ups will be offered
throughout the morning so you can
stop by to hear the latest on key
business topics yet still have plenty
of time for browsing the trade show
and visiting with colleagues. Watch for more information on this
year’s speakers and topics!

Sponsorships
Deadline for event signage: April 12

Reception & Dinner Sponsors

Sponsorships increase recognition for your company and help us
provide the best possible business and educational events for Florida
growers and industry partners. All sponsorships include recognition
at the event, on our website, and in our newsletter along with event
admissions and bonus options - like Exhibit Space or additional
admissions for non-exhibitors - based on your level of support.
They’re a great value! Visit www.floridaturf.com/events for details
and online registration.

Sponsors to Date

Exhibit Space
Deadline to Reserve Exhibit Space: April 19
Catch up with your existing customers and find new ones during our
Friday trade show! Tabletop exhibit space is available for $350 and
includes one 8 foot table and admission for one representative to all
Friday events (additional company representatives are only $25 per
person for Friday only). Clay Shoot and Reception & Dinner are not
included with exhibit space. Space is limited, so claim your spot
today!

For Your Travel Planning
Host Hotel

Hampton Inn

1200 State Road 70 East | Okeechobee, Florida 34972 | Tel: 863-824-0003
Make your reservations before Friday, April 5 for the group rate of $109 per night (standard room, plus applicable taxes; self-parking is
free). Call directly and ask for the TPF group rate or visit www.floridaturf.com/events to use the link to our Group Reservations Page
online. Reservations made after April 5 are subject to availability and the group rate is not guaranteed.
Venue

Quail Creek Plantation

12399 Northeast 224th Street
Okeechobee, FL 34972 | Tel: 863-763-2529 | www.quailcreekplantation.com

Quail Creek Plantation is located approximately 21 miles from the Hampton Inn in Okeechobee (take
Highway 441 North to NE 224th Street). There are two entrances to Quail Creek; if you’re approaching
from 441, the first is the range and the Pavilion; the second is the Lodge and cabin area.

Online Registration and printable registration forms are available at www.floridaturf.com/events.
Deadline for General Registration: Friday, April 19, 2019
Mail: Turfgrass Producers of Florida
P.O. Box 217, LaBelle, FL 33975

Online: www.floridaturf.com/events

Email: Scan and email registrations to
to betsymcgill@floridaturf.com.

?

Questions? Call us at 863-675-2144 or
email betsymcgill@floridaturf.com.
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TPI Selects Unruh for 2019 Turfgrass Educator
Award of Excellence
As a child in Dodge City, Kansas, Bryan Unruh grew

tion and positive influence in helping to educate

up in 4-H. During his first year in the organization, he

consumers, turfgrass producers and industryprofession-

attended a lawn mower safety school taught by the

als, said Karen Cooper, associate executive director of

county agriculture agent. That summer he mowed

Turfgrass Producers International. It’s also a way to

three lawns every week. In fact, he calls himself “a

honor Unruh for making himself available to address

product of the Cooperative Extension Service.”

turfgrass questions and concerns that promote the use

In high school, Unruh envisioned himself as a corpo-

and benefits of turfgrass.

rate attorney. But when advisors from Kansas State

“It’s quite humbling when you are asked if you can

University showed up in his hometown, he declared

be nominated for such an award – it takes it to a whole

himself a horticulture major.

“I couldn’t fathom going to school for seven-plus
years and then sitting behind a desk,” said Unruh, a

new level when you are named the recipient,” said

Unruh, a faculty member at the UF/IFAS West Florida
Research and Education Center in Jay, Florida.

professor of environmental horticulture at the Universi-

Unruh, who specializes in turfgrass research and

ty of Florida Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences.

Extension, finds it rewarding to help people resolve a

Ironically, he spent 10-plus years earning his three

problem, improve their management practices or help

college degrees.

them through difficult and trying times.

Unruh has spent the last 23 years at UF/IFAS, helping

“Most in the industry know that I am ‘on call’ 24/7
and will answer my phone whenever it rings,” he said.
“My service to the industry isn’t just because I’m employed – it’s because it is my passion to be a resource
for those in need.”
“Rarely does my phone ring with people on the

other end just calling to wish me a good day,” Unruh
said. “Generally, they have a challenge that needs
resolved and they know I will come to their aid. Being
recognized for that passion is rewarding.”
The Turfgrass Producers of Florida nominated Unruh
for the award with supporting letters from three other
organizations: the Florida Golf Course Superintendents
Association, the Seven Rivers Golf Course SuperintenTPF nominated Unruh for the award with supporting letters from
the Florida Golf Course Superintendents Association, the Seven Rivers
Golf Course Superintendents Association and the Florida Turfgrass
Association. Photo: UF/IFAS.

dents Association and the Florida Turfgrass Association.
Unruh possesses many positive attributes, said
TPF executive director Betsy McGill in her nomination
letter. Among them, “he has been the ‘go-to guy’ for

people grow beautiful grass in environmentally friendly

questions and help from a scientific perspective as

ways.

we’ve worked with regulators and policymaking on

Unruh is now being recognized for his outreach and
Extension efforts. He will be honored with the Turfgrass
Educator Award of Excellence at the International Edu-

pressing challenges like water use, fertilizer best
management practices and landscaping ordinances.”
- Source: UF/ IFAS News Release

cation Conference of Turfgrass Producers International
on Feb. 19, in Charlotte, North Carolina.
Previous recipients of this award include fellow UF/
IFAS Professor Laurie Trenholm (2008), Ali Harivandi
of the University of California Cooperative Extension
Service (2014) and Grady Miller of North Carolina State
University (2016).
The award recognizes Unruh’s commitment, dedica10 | Clippings | Turfgrass Producers of Florida

Editor’s Note: TPF extends our congratulations to
Dr. Unruh, with deepest thanks for the many years
you’ve assisted the association and our growers! And
special thanks to Heather Russo (FTGA), Andy Jorgensen (SRGCSA) and Jennifer Bryan (FGCSA) for their help
with this nomination. - Betsy McGill

Meeting Going Nowhere
Fast? ELMO Can Help
By Sophia Conforti

Ag in the
Classroom
Ag Tag
(New Winter 2019)

Meetings can easily get sidetracked.
The ELMO technique can reign in the
conversation and keep the meeting
productive.
We’ve all been in meetings that go off the deep end—
that is, a meeting that gets undeniably off topic to the
point of no return. That’s where ELMO comes in.

“No, I’m not talking about the cute red Muppet. ELMO
stands for ‘Enough! Let’s Move On,’” says nonprofit thought
leader Beth Kanter. “It is a ritual or organizational norm
that can be used during meetings to avoid unnecessary
discussions that don’t support the meeting objectives.”
To use the strategy successfully, Kanter suggests asking
people to silently raise their hands if they notice the conversation veering toward a rabbit hole. Then, as people notice

Buy the AgTag®
$20 of your purchase
helps educate our kids!

that someone has his or her hand up and is not talking,
they should also raise their hands. As more participants
join in, it will become obvious to any time-wasters to steer
the conversation back to the intended topic.
“Another way to accomplish this is to assign the role of

‘Rabbit Hole Monitor,’” Kanter says. “The rabbit hole monitor
is someone who is tasked with making sure discussions on
one topic do not drag the whole meeting down a rabbit
hole. If people are digressing or spending too much time
on a topic which doesn’t merit the discussion, the rabbit
hole monitor stops the discussion and brings the meeting
back on track.”
Thus, your meeting is instantly saved - and more productive - all thanks to ELMO.
Reprinted with permission. Copyright, ASAE: The Center for Association
Leadership, December 2018, Washington, DC.

Through your purchase of the
Florida Agriculture License Plate,
Florida Agriculture In The Classroom
is able to provide:
• Funds for school gardens
• PreK–12 agriculture curriculum
• Teacher and volunteer grants
• Workshops and farm tours
• Florida Agriculture Literacy Day
• And much more!
Visit www.agtag.org to
learn more.
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New UF/IFAS Report Shows Florida Ag, Natural Resources
and Food Industries Grew 2007-2016
The report, “Economic Contributions of Agriculture, Natural

The latest installment of an annual report from the UF/IFAS
reveals some good news about the state’s economy: from

Resources, and Food Industries in Florida in 2016,” was re-

2007 to 2016, the portion of Florida’s Gross State Product

leased earlier this month by the UF/IFAS Economic Impact

(GSP) generated by agriculture, natural resources and food

Analysis Program and is available online at https://tinyurl.com/

industries grew at a faster rate than the state’s total GSP, a

yaadl3zw. Part of an annual series, the latest edition incorpo-

statistic commonly used as a gauge of economic strength.

rates data from 2016, the most recent year available.

This long-term trend indicates that these sectors are helping

This year, the project team began using an improved

keep the state’s economy on firm footing, said project leader

method to develop the report, and recalculated previous

Christa Court, a UF/IFAS Extension assistant scientist.

results for 2007 through 2015, expressing the results in 2016

“The agriculture, natural resources and food industries sec-

dollars, she said. Florida’s overall GSP rose by about 17.6

tor continues to be one of the three biggest contributors to

percent from 2007 to 2016; during the same time there was

Florida’s economy, along with tourism and construction,”

a 28.6 percent increase for agriculture, natural resources and

Court said. “It is the sector responsible for the greatest per-

food industries. However, Court notes that they represent

centage of state employment, and is usually third or fourth

averages that were calculated by combining data from 121

among all economic sectors in terms of contribution to Flori-

industry sectors, and that “...not all of those sectors have been

da’s GSP, a measurement of the value-added or labor income

expanding at the same rate, or even expanding at all, during

and business profits within a sector.”

this 10-year period,”

Information on value-added contributions are reorganized to evaluate
select groups of food and fiber commodities having identifiable market-chain
linkages between producers, manufacturers, and service sectors in Florida.

2016

(insert pdf graphic)

CROPS, LIVESTOCK,
FORESTRY, & FISHERIES

FOOD & KINDRED
PRODUCTS MANUFACTURING

$10.59 billion

$28.61 billion

ENVIRONMENTAL
HORTICULTURE

FORESTRY & FOREST
PRODUCTS

$8.31 billion

$5.08 billion

FRUIT & VEGETABLE
FARMING AND PROCESSING

GRAIN & OILSEED
FARMING AND PROCESSING

DIRECT JOBS
Full- and part-time jobs in Florida agriculture, natural resources,
and food industries.

1,682,699
AGRICULTURAL
INPUTS & SERVICES

FOREST PRODUCTS
MANUFACTURING

$18.52 billion

$8.79 billion

INDIRECT & INDUCED JOBS
TOTAL
CONTRIBUTIONS
REPRESENT

19.9%
of total state
employment

FOOD & KINDRED
PRODUCTS DISTRIBUTION

$92.76 billion

Additional full- and part-time jobs throughout the economy
supported by supply chain spending and respending of income.

611,573

MINING

$4.37 billion
TAXES ON PRODUCTION AND IMPORTS

Totaling

$165.51 billion
NATURE-BASED
RECREATION

in direct sales
revenue

$1.87 billion

LIVESTOCK FARMING &
ANIMAL PRODUCTS
MANUFACTURING

SUGARCANE FARMING,
REFINED SUGAR
& CONFECTIONS

$1.62 billion

$1.11 billion

Includes total taxes on production and imports paid to local, state, and federal governments.

$12.79 billion
TOTAL LABOR INCOME CONTRIBUTIONS
Includes employee wages, fringe benefits, and proprietor income.

$80.82 billion
TOTAL PROPERTY INCOME CONTRIBUTIONS
Includes rents, dividends, interest, royalties, etc.

TOTAL
CONTRIBUTIONS
REPRESENT

14.7%
of total
Gross State Product

$43.62 billion
TOTAL GROSS STATE PRODUCT CONTRIBUTIONS
$137.23 billion
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$2.50 billion

$3.62 billion

TOTAL EMPLOYMENT CONTRIBUTIONS
2,294,272 JOBS

FISHING &
SEAFOOD PRODUCTS

$821 million

Progressive Turf
Equipment
Full Page Ad
(New for Winter 2019)

Clippings | Winter 2019 | 13

40th Annual Florida Agriculture Hall of Fame
Honors Four Industry Leaders
Tickets are now on sale for the 40th annual Florida

forefront of researching and implementing techniques to

Agricultural Hall of Fame banquet on Feb. 12, which will honor

protect and preserve Florida’s citrus industry by directing the

four inductees who have made invaluable contributions to

Citrus Canker Eradication Program and collaborating with the

Florida agriculture.

USDA and the University of Florida’s Institute of Food and Agri-

The banquet, which each year celebrates the accomplish-

cultural Sciences to establish and implement the Citrus Health

ments of industry leaders who have served in research,

Response Program. Gaskalla has earned numerous industry

education and business, is held in the Special Events Center

accolades, including the USDA’s Administrators Award; Florida

at the Florida State Fairgrounds in Tampa. Tickets are $65 per

Nursery, Growers and Landscape Association’s Friend of the

person and are available by calling 813-230-1918 or online at

Industry Award; and the Commissioner of Agriculture’s Distin-

http://floridaaghalloffame2019.eventbrite.com.

guished Achievement Award.

“This is a great event that recognizes the tireless efforts of
individuals who have worked to promote and protect Florida’s

Sam Killebrew Sr. revolutionized the agriculture industry

greatest industry. It is the agriculture community’s highest

with his patented invention of the bulk fertilizer hauler in

honor,” said Ray Hodge, president of the Florida Agricultural

1952. The hauler provided an easier, more efficient and cost-

Hall of Fame Foundation. “These inductees’ contributions have

effective way to deliver nutrients to multiple crops, especially

made Florida agriculture stronger.”

citrus. The hauler, known as “The Killebrew,” eliminated the

The Florida Agricultural Hall of Fame banquet reception

manual handling of fertilizer, including bagging, opening and

starts at 6 p.m., and the dinner and program begin at 7 p.m.

dumping into spreaders. Killebrew moved from Tennessee to

Online ticket sales close Feb. 8. Mentor sponsorship tickets are

Auburndale to work as a trucker and mechanic, and eventually

available, which allow young people in agriculture to attend

worked for Adams Packing Company, where he learned to

and meet industry leaders.

weld and devised the hauler. Killebrew invented additional

The Hall of Fame also is accepting nominations for next

tools to reduce costs and streamline farming practices,

year. Nomination forms with detailed instructions may be

including dry and liquid fertilizer spreaders, logging trailers,

downloaded and printed from the Florida Ag Hall of Fame

city refuse units and bulk citrus high-lifts. Killebrew is an

website. Click on “Nominate” at the top. Forms and supporting

inductee of the Florida Citrus Hall of Fame and the Southwest-

materials must be postmarked no later than Sept. 1.

ern Fertilizer Conference Hall of Fame.

This year’s inductees bring the total who have been
honored to 168. They are:

Michael J. Stuart, who has dedicated his career to improving
and supporting Florida’s produce industry by cultivating grow-

Don Bennink, who has spent a distinguished career

er-shipper relationships, securing federal investment in fruit

revolutionizing the dairy industry by spearheading innovative

and vegetable programs, and shaping trade policies. Stuart

genetic research and practices. The hallmark of Bennink’s

began as a produce clerk in California before taking a position

career is his research in animal genetics and reproduction,

with Western Growers Association, where he served produce

which led to the development of his own system of genetic

growers in California and Arizona for 13 years. In 1992, Stuart

selection and genomic testing. A native of western New York,

began his 26-year tenure as Florida Fruit & Vegetable Associa-

Bennink moved to Bell in 1980 where he established North

tion president, serving as a highly respected leader, ambassa-

Florida Holsteins. Bennink became a regarded advocate for

dor and spokesperson for Florida’s specialty crop industry. At

improving the Holstein breed, and in 2001 he began using

the federal level, Stuart helped craft critical fruit and vegetable

tunnel-ventilation barns to make cows more comfortable and

investment programs as co-chair of the Specialty Crop Farm

productive. Recognizing the value of partnerships between

Bill Alliance, and he held several government advisory posi-

universities and veterinary students, North Florida Holsteins

tions to ensure trade agreements reflected the interests of the

has become a field laboratory for the University of Florida’s

specialty crop industry.

College of Veterinary Medicine and Ohio State University’s

For more information about this year’s Florida Agricultural

well-respected international student internship programs.

Hall of Fame honorees and previous inductees, visit

Bennink has earned numerous awards and honors, including

FloridaAgHallofFame.org.

the World Dairy Expo’s Dairyman of the Year.
Richard Gaskalla, who spent more than four decades
defending Florida agriculture from invasive pests and diseases.
Gaskalla began his career at the Florida Department of
Agriculture and Consumer Services’ Division of Plant Industry
and was promoted to director in 1988. Gaskalla was on the
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FloridaCoastEq.com

Florida Coast Equipment
Full Page Ad
(New for Winter 2019)
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GRANULAR FERTILIZER

WETTING AGENTS

Harrell’s Balanced Approach
Annual Programs

BALANCED
APPROACH

Your prescription for year-long nutrition

Annual Program

Using your soil, tissue and water samples, we dial in
your specific needs for a turf health program with
a combination of granular fertilizer, wetting agents,
foliar nutritionals & soil amendments, adjuvants &
colorants, and plant protectants.

Harrell’s
LIQUID FOLIAR
NUTRITIONALS & SOIL
AMENDMENTS

HARRELL’S PLANT
PROTECTANT
PROGRAM

Half Page Ad
(New for Winter 2019)

Ask our TurPh.Dudes to show you the difference a
Balanced Approach makes as seen in results of trials
conducted at major universities. Submit your questions
to turphdudes@harrells.com or Tweet us @turphdudes.

ADJUVANTS & COLORANTS

Are you ready to take a Balanced Approach?
Visit www.harrells.com/balanced approach or contact your sales rep today!

DAVE NOWAKOWSKI
786-390-9154
dnowakowski@harrells.com
BRAD BABICZ
863-581-9602
bbabicz@harrells.com

P. O. Box 217
LaBelle, Florida 33975

TRISTAN ROSADO
954-815-6089
trosado@harrells.com

www.harrells.com | 800.282.8007

