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     TPF is turning 30, and that’s something to 
celebrate!  Throughout the coming year, we’ll  
be digging into our history, recognizing those 
whose leadership has sustained us, and  
exploring how TPF will continue to represent 
Florida’s sod producers well into the future. 
 

It Started - and Continues - With Grass 

  

     From its incorporation as the Florida Sod 
Growers Cooperative to today’s Joint Release 
programs, supporting the development of new 
and better turf varieties has always been one of 
the organization’s core missions. 
     TPF evolved from the Florida Sod Growers 
Cooperative, which was incorporated in 1989 
and held its first board meeting on February 7, 
1990.  The catalyst was a release agreement 
signed with the University of Florida for a new  
St. Augustine grass: FX-10.  And although FX-10 
was not ultimately a commercial success, that 
agreement paved the way for the group to work 
with UF over the next decade on Certification 
and Foundation programs for several St.  
Augustines (FloraTex, Floratine, Floralawn  
and Floratam).   
     In 2003, the FSGC signed a Joint Release 

Agreement with Sod Solutions for Celebration 
Bermudagrass - an agreement that would prove 
pivotal to the association, as it specified the  
hiring of an executive director and ultimately 
provided funding to support full time staff.   
     In 2012, the FSGC became Turfgrass Producers 
of Florida, better reflecting what the association 
does (it had never functioned as a cooperative) 
and defining it as a 501(c)5 organization. And 
grass is still our core mission: encouraging quality 
production, seeking solutions to common issues, 
and supporting research and innovation on new 
varieties. Learn about our current programs on  
page 13, and watch for more as we celebrate 
turning 30!     
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We’re doing something new! 
See page 8 for more... 

Growing Better 2020 
The TPF Annual Meeting & Field Day  
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News and Notes 
NEWS - PRODUCTS & SERVICES 

support this growth, we’re proud to announce the opening of 
our new 25,500 sq. ft. manufacturing facility in Fayetteville, 
Georgia.   We look forward to offering increased inventory for 
our mowers and parts, quicker delivery after you place an order 
and expanded tech support for the valued members of our 
Trimax family. Learn more at www.Trimax.com. 
 
 
Gowan Helps You Tackle Tough Fall Weeds 
 

Gowan is an American owned and operated manufacturer 
offering Florida's sod growers two herbicides for outstanding 
weed control.  Sandea continues to be  
the best in its class for control of yellow  
and purple nutsedge (along with many  
other broadleaf weeds), while Yukon's  
powerful combination of halosulfuron and dicamba offers 
increased activity on yellow and purple nutsedge as well as  
the toughest small and large seeded broadleaf weeds. And 
Yukon's residual control helps keep your fields clean long after 
application. Let us help you design a customized plan for your 
worst weed challenges.  Contact Bart Hoopingarner at 941-737-
7444 or visit www.gowanco.com to learn more. 
 
 
Locus AG Soil “Probiotics” Lead in Sustainability  
and Productivity  
 

AgTech startup Locus Agricultural Solutions (Locus AG) is  
making headlines with its line of fresh, organic certified soil 
“probiotics”, which improve turf  
quality while maximizing carbon 
sequestration by an average of up  
to 8.6 additional metrics tons of  
carbon equivalents per acre per  
year, data verified in a recent white 
paper published by third-party  
environmental group Ramboll.  
The impressive results in both  
sustainability and productivity led to international recognition 
as a finalist for Best New Biological Product of the Year, and to 
Locus AG becoming one of the first ag input suppliers globally 
to receive B Corp certification for the company’s commitment 
to social and environmental performance. Learn more at 
www.locusag.com. 
 
 
Everglades Equipment Group is New Florida Dealer  
for Brouwer Kesmac 
 

Everglades Equipment Group (EEG) has made a smooth  
transition of the Brouwer Kesmac Dealership responsibilities 
for Florida. Brouwer Kesmac’s products complement the  

wide variety of turf harvesting and turf 
maintenance equipment that Everglades 
Equipment Group has supplied to sod 
farms for decades.  
     The commitment that EEG continues  
to provide their customers in service, parts 
and technical support will contribute to  

the value of EEG as a resource for turf farms in Florida for many 
years to come. As leaders in design and technology, EEG will  
be able to supply Brouwer Kesmac Automatic Stacking Har-
vesters, Conventional Harvesters and Innovative Equipment 

Teston Appointed Farm Credit of Florida CEO 
Howard P. “Rowdy” Bateman, Chairman of the Farm Credit of 
Florida Board of Directors, recently announced that Rob Teston 
has been appointed Chief Executive Officer. Teston has served 
and advocated for Farm Credit for more than 40 years, during 
which time he served as Interim CEO and Chief Operating  
Officer for Legacy Ag Credit, COO with Farm Credit of Central 
Florida, and has provided credit management consulting  
services to various Farm Credit Associations. Teston’s most  
recent position was Chief Credit Officer at Farm Credit of  
Florida, where he led the association to over 98 percent overall 
credit quality during his tenure. This appointment comes as 
the previous President and CEO, Greg Cunningham, resigned 
his position for personal reasons. “We would like to thank Greg 
Cunningham for his determination, leadership and vision  
during his tenure as president and CEO,” Bateman said. “We 
accept his resignation and wish him well in his future.”  

 
 

Whole Farm Revenue Insurance Now Available  
for Turf Producers 
 

Turf producers are eligible to buy insurance to protect  
against revenue decline with a policy through the Whole Farm 
Revenue Protection program, which is underwritten by the 
USDA’s Risk Management Agency.  The deadline to buy this 
protection for 2020 is February 28th of 2020.  However, to fully 
maximize the protection this policy can provide, it is recom-
mended that you sign the application and all forms prior to 
January 1st.  If you wait until the deadline of February 28th then 
you won’t have coverage for any damage that occurs from  
January 1 until February 28!  This policy will take some time  
and some back and forth with your crop insurance agent, so 
don’t delay if you have interest in Whole Farm Revenue  
Protection.  Need more information?  Contact Travis Tucker  
at Stallings Crop Insurance at 863-287-2962.  
Editor’s Note: TPF contacted the RMA earlier this fall to be 
sure that turf was specifically listed for all TPF member coun-
ties of record, which should positively impact premiums.  If you 
have an operation in a county you’re told does not specifically 
list turf, let us know, and we’ll get to work on it. - Betsy 
 
 
Trimax Opens New US Manufacturing Facility 
 

Over the past 38 years, Trimax has grown to be a world leader 
in commercial mowing 
equipment.  From  
humble beginnings  
in New Zealand, Trimax 
started exporting to the 
US market back in 1995. 
Now our fastest growing 
market, the US provides 
a significant proportion 
of global sales. To  
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with the local support that growers need.  Belle Glade is the main source 
for product sales and support, while utilizing all 17 of their locations for 
product information and parts availability. We look forward to introducing 
some new equipment designed for the Florida Turf Growers this winter at 
the TPI Show in Orlando.  
 
Unusable Pesticides?  Operation Cleansweep Can Help! 
 

Operation Cleansweep, a program funded by the Florida Legislature and 
administered through FDEP and FDACS, offers a safe, convenient, and  
cost effective mechanism for agricultural operations, golf courses, and  
pest control companies to properly dispose of canceled, suspended, and 
unusable pesticides (CSUP).  Applications for pickup must be made in  
advance; farms will be notified of scheduling.  Through June 2017, Opera-
tion Cleansweep had collected and disposed of more than 1,762,000 
pounds (881 tons) of canceled, suspended and unusable pesticides from 
more than 2,400 participants in all 67 counties. For more information, call  
877-851-5285 or email Shannon.turner@freshfromflorida.com.  
 
New Office Location for FTGA 
 

The Florida Turfgrass Association (FTGA)  has moved!  
Their new office location and mailing address is 
 4462 Florida National Drive, Suite 1, Lakeland, Florida  
33813 (all other contact information is unchanged). 
 

TPF Job Board Available to Members 
 

TPF’s Job Board is a free service to members.  Email job specifics and con-
tact information to betsymcgill@floridaturf.com.  Be sure to specify 
whether you prefer limited distribution (for example, email to members 
only) or would like it posted online to our website.   

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Producer Member 
 

WS Farms 
Wes Smith |  Williston, Florida 
Tel: 352-317-1781 | wsmith@willistonfarmsupplies.com 

Varieties Available:  Tifway 419 Bermuda (rolls and slabs). 

2020 FTGA Turf Seminars 
Beginning January 7 through February 27, 2020 
12 Dates & Locations Statewide 
www.ftga.org     
 
2020 Sports Turf Manager’s Association 31st Annual Conference  
January 13-16, 2020 – West Palm Beach, Florida 
www.stma.org/conference 
 
2020 Turfgrass Producers International Conference & Field Day 
February 17-20, 2020 – Orlando, Florida 
Field Day @ H&H Sod, Kenansville, Florida 
www.turfgrasssod.org/events 
 
Growing Better: The 2020 TPF Annual Meeting & Field Day 
April 23-24, 2020 – Tampa - Parrish, Florida 
Field Day @ Tampa Bay Farms, Parrish, Florida 
www.floridaturf.com/events 
 

OPERATION  
CLEANSWEEP 

2019-2020 
 

STATEWIDE FREE 
PESTICIDE PICK-UP 

(Up to 1,000 lbs) 
 

Operation Cleansweep, a mobile pesticide 
collection program, provides a safe way  
to dispose of cancelled, suspended and  

unusable pesticides.   
 

Apply now for anticipated December-
January collection dates. 

 
Contact the Florida Department  

of Agriculture toll-free 
 

1-877-851-5285  
 

Shannon Turner 
Shannon.Turner@freshfromflorida.com 
cleansweep@freshfromflorida.com 

Certified Pest Control  
Operators Association  
 
Florida Citrus Mutual  
 
Florida Dept. of Agriculture 
and Consumer Services 
 
Florida Department of  
Environmental Protection  
 
Florida Farm Bureau  
 
Florida Fertilizer and  
Agrichemical Association  
 
Florida Forestry Association  
 
Florida Fruit & Vegetable  
Association  

Florida Landscape  
Maintenance Association 
  
Florida Golf Course  
Superintendents Association  
 
Florida Nursery, Growers and 
Landscape Association  
 
Florida Peanut Producers 
Association  
 
Florida Pest Management 
Association  
 
Florida Tomato Committee 
 
Florida Turfgrass Association  
 
Turfgrass Producers of Florida 

Partners & Representatives: 

University of Florida|IFAS  
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     After a series of meetings focused on different aspects of 
water quality concerns, Florida’s Blue-Green Algae Task Force 
met and approved its first set of recommendations to address 
water quality and harmful algal blooms. 
   The Task Force is an advisory body appointed by Governor 
Ron DeSantis to aid the Department of Environmental  
Protection (DEP) in fulfilling its mission to protect, conserve 
and manage the state’s natural resources and enforce its  
environmental laws. The task force, through its discussion 
and deliberations, provides guidance and specific, science-
based recommendations with the goal of expediting  
improvements and restoration of Florida’s water bodies  
that have been adversely affected by blue-green algae 
blooms.  Initial recommendations were made in five areas: 

 
 

Agriculture and Best Management Practices 
 

Increased compliance, improved data collection and     
record keeping to promote transparency and                     
accountability.  To achieve maximum environmental   
benefit attributable to agricultural Best Management 
Practices (BMPs), increased enrollment will be required. 
Improved transparency and effectiveness of record     
keeping policies is needed as are data to assess the       
effectiveness of implemented BMPS. Efforts to update 
BMP manuals should be accelerated. 

 

Onsite Sewage Treatment and Disposal Systems 
 

 A regulatory program through DEP to address nutrient  
pollution in addition to human health. Broader regulatory 
oversight of septic systems is needed. The Department  
of Environmental Protection should develop a compre-
hensive regulatory program to ensure that onsite sewage 
treatment and disposal systems are protective of human 
health, but also protect the environment against nutrient 
pollution. 

 
Stormwater Treatment Systems  

 

Revise and update stormwater design criteria and           
implement an effective inspection and monitoring  
program. Development and implementation of a  
stormwater system inspection and monitoring program 
with the goal of identifying improperly functioning and/ 
or failing systems so that corrective action can be taken  
to reduce nutrient pollution and other negative environ-
mental impacts. Stormwater design criteria should be 
revised and updated to incorporate recent advances in 
stormwater treatment technologies and other practices 
that have demonstrated environmental benefits; nutrient 
reduction specifically. 
 
 

Blue-Green Algae Task Force Releases First Water 
Quality Recommendations; Gov. Proposes Legislation 

Blue-green Algae Blooms and Public Health 
 

Transparent and consistent communication about algal 
blooms and public health impacts based on science. The 
Department of Health (DOH) and DEP implement a trans-
parent and consistent communication plan to inform  
the public about water conditions and the potential 
health impacts associated with exposure to blue-green 
algae and/or algal toxins. 

 

Science-based Decision Making, Data Needs and Monitoring 
Programs 

 

Development of a comprehensive and adaptive state-
wide water quality monitoring strategy.  Development 
and implementation of a state-wide comprehensive  
water quality monitoring strategy, designed to assess  
status and long-term trends, to answer specific questions, 
address unknowns and allow for adaptive management. 

 

      Chief Science Officer Dr. Thomas Frazer, who chairs the 
Task Force, said the “...recommendations will undoubtedly  
be used to inform viable and effective policy,” adding, “The 
task force will continue to meet and will delve even more 
deeply into a broader suite of issues related to water quality 
and algal blooms moving forward.” 
     Immediately following the release of the recommenda-
tions, Gov. Ron DeSantis announced that legislation would 
be developed for 2020 to expedite their implementation.  An 
October 16 press release from the governor’s office indicated 
that the legislation will do the following: 
 

Wastewater Infrastructure and Sanitary Sewer Overflows 
 

 Require utilities to develop inspection, maintenance and 
replacement plans for their wastewater systems, rather 
than allowing these systems to age and fall into despair. 

 Give DEP the authority to intervene by inspecting these 
systems and requiring appropriate proactive measures 
to upkeep wastewater facilities to better avoid future 
discharges. 

 

Biosolids 
 

 Ratify recent rules adopted by DEP to ensure biosolids 
are only applied to land that is high enough and dry 
enough to prevent interaction with groundwater. 

 

Septic Systems 
 

 Transfer the authority of septic tank inspection from the 
Department of Health (DOH) to DEP to ensure environ-
mental harm by septic systems is accounted for. 

 Require plans for the improvement of impaired water 
bodies, known as Basin Management Action Plans, to  
include septic remediation plans. 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Something to Celebrate: 
Service 

Agriculture 
 

 Require DEP to coordinate with top academic institu-
tions to annually send the most updated research to   
the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services 
(DACS) to ensure agricultural best management         
practices are grounded in the most up-to-date science. 

 Require onsite verification of best management practic-
es for each enrolled producer at least every two years. 

 Require DACS to provide DEP and water management     
districts the types and amounts of nutrients BMP enrol-
lees are tracking on agricultural products. 

 

Stormwater 
 

 Direct DEP to adopt rules to ensure that stormwater    
systems throughout the state reflect the most up-to-   
date science and contemplate environmental harm. 

 

     Agriculture organizations, including TPF, will be watching 
for this legislation to be filed, paying particular attention to  
the  language and how it could impact farms.  
     The Sod Best Management Practices manual was re-
evaluated in 2018 and set to be approved; however, elections 
and changes in staff stalled the process.  In the interim, the 
FDACS Office of Ag Water Policy is now exploring both how to 
streamline and clarify all existing BMP manuals and how to 
address the recommendations for more frequent verification 
of compliance for enrolled agricultural operations - a mam-
moth task, given the number of commodities in Florida  

(Continued from page 4) 
 

and the number of farming operations.  We’re also closely 
scrutinizing recordkeeping requirements and language to 
ensure that they are relevant and clearly communicated so 
that farms are able to comply. 
 

Takeaways for Turfgrass and for Sod Operations 
 

     Blue-green algae and red-tide outbreaks have focused 
considerable negative attention on both agriculture and 
lawns and landscapes, and sod producers catch it both 
ways. It’s been gratifying to see other known contributors -   
particularly aging sewer infrastructure and septic systems -  
receive attention.   Here are a few things to bear in mind as 
the process moves forward: 
 

Enrollment in the statewide BMP program is mandato-
ry in areas with Basin Area Management Plans (BMAPs) 
and some of these areas may soon be expanded. 
Because BMPs are site-specific, you must enroll EACH 
PROPERTY on which you farm separately. 
Farms located outside current BMAP areas should still 
enroll in the statewide BMP program.  The alternative is 
self-funded water-quality monitoring to DEP standards, 
and it will be enforced. 

 

    TPF will monitor future meetings of the Blue-Green Algae 
Task Force and will keep you informed as soon as we have 
any word on the Sod BMP Manual revisions and enrollment 
under the new manual.   
     You can watch past Task Force meetings, sign up for 
email updates, and find general information on the Blue-
Green Algae Task Force at https://floridadep.gov/Blue-
GreenAlgaeTaskForce. 

Jack Bispham Appointed to SWFWMD Governing Board 

     On November 5, Governor  
Ron DeSantis announced the  
appointments of  Paul J. “Jack” 
Bispham, Sr. and Seth Weightman 
to the Southwest Florida Water 
Management District’s Governing 
Board. Bispham represents  
Manatee County and Weightman 
will represent Pasco County. 

     Bispham owned Bayside Sod from 1988 - 2018 and was  
one of the founding members of the Florida Sod Growers  
Cooperative, now Turfgrass Producers of Florida.  Bayside  
Sod is now owned and operated by his daughter, Tiffany  
Bailey, and son, Paul, Bispham, Jr. 
     Jack is the owner and operator of Red Bluff Plantation  
and a Myakka City resident. He graduated from Riverview High 
School and earned his bachelor’s degree in Agriculture from 
the University of Florida. He has previously served on the  
Manasota Basin Board and the Sarasota Bay Estuary Program 
Policy Board.  
     Weightman, of Dade City, is municipal services manager 

with Republic Services Inc. He earned his bachelor’s degree  
in Criminology and his master’s degree in Entrepreneurship 
from the University of South Florida.  
     Both Bispham and Weightman are appointed to four-year 
terms; the appointments are subject to confirmation by the 
Florida Senate. 
     Governing Board members are unpaid, citizen volunteers 
who are appointed by the Governor and confirmed by the 
Florida Senate. The Governing Board sets policy for the District, 
whose mission is to manage the water and related resources 
of west central Florida to meet the needs of current and future 
water users while protecting the environment. 
     TPF sends our congratulations to Jack and gratitude for his 
willingness to serve in this capacity. 
 

- Source: SWFWMD Press Release 

Jack Bispham 

Algae Task Force Recommendations 
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EREF Challenges City of Naples  
Fertilizer Ordinance 

 

Visit the EREF website to learn more about how we’re  
working for all of our green industry stakeholders and 

 how you can help!  You can make a one time contribution or 
enroll in the Recurring Support program. 

www.ereflorida.com/support 

Support EREF Today! 

     On Tuesday, November 5, 2019, EREF authorized its law 
firm, Manson, Bolves, Donaldson, Varn, P.A. (Tampa, Florida) 
to send a letter to the City of Naples demanding that it  
repeal its fertilizer ordinance within 30 days or face legal 
action by EREF. A copy of the letter and related press release 
can be found at www.ereflorida.org. 
     EREF arrived at the decision to take this action after years 
of effort working with local governments to draft fertilizer 
ordinances based on the evidence.  While successful in 
many cases, instances like the ordinance in the City of  
Naples include a four-month summertime ban on nitrogen 
applications and do not exempt licensed professionals or 
otherwise provide a distinction acknowledging those who 
are experienced, trained and who use nutrients responsibly. 
     The core of the potential lawsuit is grounded in Florida 
statute which the City's ordinance clearly violates. 
     While EREF takes no pleasure in this action, it became 
clear, particularly in the unusual case of the City of Naples, 
that no other pathway was possible. Specifically, the City 
passed a summertime blackout several years ago, repealed 
it in 2018, only to reinstate it again recently. During its public 
hearings on the latest flip flop, the City Council was  

dismissive of the extensive independent evidence and  
testimony provided to them, and were guilty of profiling 
EREF as a "special interest", notwithstanding the presence  
of activist organizations arguing for the blackouts. The  
takeaway was that working professionals standing up for 
themselves are not welcome in the City of Naples. 
     The arbitrary actions of the City Council clearly demon-
strate the disconnection between policy and science. By 
contrast, Collier County recently REJECTED the same  
ordinance after hearing the very same evidence; the second 
time they have done so.  We hope this action will ultimately 
lead to better policy making on this important issue.  More 
information will be forthcoming as the situation develops.  

We’re heading for Tampa! 

Growing Better 2020   
The TPF Annual Meeting and Field Day 

Thursday, April 23, 2020 
 

Annual Meeting Lunch       Top Golf FUN-draiser       Reception & Dinner 
All events at  Top Golf - Tampa 

 
Along with our annual meeting lunch and our always fun reception and 

 dinner, we’re doing something different: an afternoon of Top Golf!   
More than just a golf tournament, this event is designed for everyone,  

from experts to those who just like swinging a club. 
  

Friday, April 24, 2020 
 

Field Day at Tampa Bay Farms 
Bayside Sod | Council Growers    Parrish, Florida 

Vendor Displays      Equipment Demonstrations      Networking 
Lunch courtesy of Everglades Equipment Group  

 
Not far from Tampa is one of the prettiest parts of the state,  

and this year’s farm hosts are some of the best!  Network with producers,  
visit with existing customers (or make new ones), and see the latest  

in equipment, products and services for the Florida sod industry. 
 

Watch for more information at www.floridaturf.com/events 



 

 

TriEst AG Group 
Full Page Ad - New 

Fall 2019 
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Palmetto, FL | 800.726.5215  | TriEstAg.com | 

HealtHy Fields.  
  HealtHy yields.

Custom product application for weed, disease, and nematode control
Tarped treatments of *methyl bromide - available for qualifying turf farms
Tarped and Non-tarped treatments of *metam-sodium for turf farms 
Tarped treatments of *Basamid® G for greens, tees, fairways, & athletic fields

Irrigation and Plant Nutrition
 Irrigation design, sales, and installation services
 Sub Surface Drip, Drain Tile and Irri-Drain technologies available
 Albion® Metalosate® Foliar Nutrition Products

*Federally Restricted Use Pesticides

Prepare for success with TriEst Ag Group



 

 

1. Application for Exemption.  The first, and potentially  
most immediate solution that TPI has completed is an    
Application for Exemption that was submitted directly to 
the FMCSA in December of 2018 to grant U.S. Sod Haulers  
an exemption from the new HOS and ELD mandate. The 
FMCSA has a formal process for these types of requests   
under the provisions in §49 CFR 381 – Waivers, Exemptions, 
and Pilot Programs, specifically §49 CFR 381.310. In this    
exemption request, TPI stated the case that sod is in fact    
an agricultural product and is considered as such by many 
other federal and state agencies and entities including, but 
not limited to: the U.S. Department of Agriculture, the U.S. 
Farm Bill, the Environmental Protection Agency, the Labor 
department, the Farm Service Agency, the Occupational 
Safety and Health Act   (OSHA), the Federal Insecticide,    
Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act (FIFRA), the national associa-
tion of state departments of agriculture, and others. The 
FMCSA published a 30-day public comment period on this 
exemption request (FMCSA-2019-0093) that received 47 
comments from sod producers, including a formal com-
ment from TPI. As of October 2019, TPI is awaiting their    
decision and if granted, it could provide up to five years of 
relief from HOS and ELD requirements under the current 
agricultural commodity exemptions.  
 

2.  Submission of Public Comment Outlining Concerns.    
The second avenue that TPI is working is to respond to the 
FMCSA’s request for public comment on FMCSA-2018-0348, 
which was titled “Hours of Service of Drivers; Definition of   
an Agricultural Commodity”. This public comment period 
closed on September 27th, 2019 and received 144 public 
comments, including one from TPI. In this public comment 

(Continued on page 12) 
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     As many of you know, 
recent changes to regula-
tions on hours of service 
(HOS) and electronic  
logging devices (ELDs)  
for commercial vehicle 
operators have caused 
much confusion and  
concern among turfgrass 
sod haulers in the United 
States. The Federal Motor 
Carrier Safety Administra-
tion (FMCSA) published a 
Final Rule in the Federal 

Register in December 2015 regarding Electronic Logging 
Devices (ELDs) and Hours of Service (HOS) Supporting  
Documents [Federal Register: Docket No. FMCSA-2010- 
0167]. In short, it states that by December 16th, 2019 all 
commercial motor vehicle operators are required to have  
electronic logging devices (ELDs) that are self-certified and  
registered with the FMCSA. 
     This new mandate incorporates the traditional HOS  
exemptions for hauling agricultural commodities within 150 
air-miles of an owner’s farm or other source, but it has also 
raised the question among state and federal regulators and 
enforcement officers as to what exactly constitutes an  
agricultural commodity. In the FMCSA’s current definition, 
agricultural commodity refers to any agricultural commodi-
ty, non-processed food, feed, fiber, or livestock (including 
livestock as defined in sec. 602 of the Emergency Livestock 
Feed Assistance Act of 1988 [7 U.S.C. 1471] and insects).  
     Although the statutory definition of agricultural  
commodity set forth in §49 CFR 395.2 is quite detailed  
in some respects, it is also circular and ambiguous. For  
example, “agricultural commodity” is defined in part as  
“any agricultural commodity…” Furthermore, there are  
plenty of agricultural commodities other than food, feed, 
and fiber such as turfgrass sod, Christmas trees, horticultural 
plants, flowers, grain corn for ethanol, and others. As a result, 
the current FMCSA definition of agricultural commodities  
is not all-inclusive and is susceptible to multiple interpreta-
tions, resulting in potentially inconsistent application of the 
HOS exemptions.  TPI has been working on this issue since 
Phase 2 of the new ELD mandate took effect in 2017 and is 
currently working three separate avenues of relief that could 
potentially provide a resolution.  
 

Work Continues on FMCSA Definition of Ag 
Commodity and HOS/ELD Mandates 
Casey Reynolds, Turfgrass Producers International 

Sod remains caught 
in a debate over  
what constitutes  
an “agricultural  
commodity” and how 
FMCSA rules apply 
when it’s time for 
transport.    
 
Here’s the latest. 



 

 

 
 
 

Turfgrass Producers 
International 

Full Page Conference & Show  
Ad Florida 
(Fall 2019) 

NEW 
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REGISTER TODAY!
www.TurfGrassSod.org 
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TURFGRASS 
PRODUCERS 
INTERNATIONAL 
INVITES YOU 
TO JOIN US! 

#TPIOrlando2020



 

 

Trucking Regulation Update represented in discussions and ultimate changes to future 
agricultural commodity definitions and exemptions. More 
information on this topic can be found in the November/
December issue of Turf News magazine or online at 
www.TurfgrassSod.org.   If you have questions as to how this 
may impact your operation or would like to help gather sup-
port from U.S. House or Senate representatives in your area, 
contact TPI at creynolds@turfgrasssod.org or at 847-737-1846. 
 
TPF Update - Betsy McGill   

     In August, I relayed this concern to the Florida Farm  
Bureau’s Environmental Horticulture Committee at our fall 
meeting in Tampa and worked with FFVA’s Commodity Ser-
vices and Supply Chain Director Tori Bradley to connect her 
with Casey Reynolds at TPI.  Casey was able to provide sod-
specific language for the comments that Tori crafted on  
behalf of several organizations (see below), including TPF. 
   On September 20, the comments were submitted to the 
FMCSA on behalf of 15 state and national organizations,  
requesting that the revised definition of an agricultural com-
modity include “agricultural, horticultural and floricultural 
commodities; fruits; vegetables; and other agricultural prod-
ucts that are sensitive to temperature and climate and at 
the risk of perishing in transit.”   The comments specified that  
turfgrass sod should be included within this definition, as well 
as horticultural products such as bedding and flowering 
plants and fresh-cut fruits and vegetables, which are currently 
considered “processed”. 
    Regarding turfgrass, the comment continued, “...multiple  
academic and industry sources document the importance of 
transporting and laying turfgrass sod quickly.. (ideally) within 
24 hours of harvest and on the same day as delivery…”  It also 
noted that “delays in the sod’s delivery in states such as Flori-
da would result in the delaying of the issuance of a new 
home’s Certificate of Occupancy…(prohibiting) the owner 
from moving into the home.” 
     Industry groups supporting these comments are:    
 

California Farm Bureau Federation 
California Fresh Fruit Association 
Colorado Farm Bureau Federation 
California Specialty Crops Council 
Florida Fruit and Vegetable Association 
Florida Nursery, Growers and Landscape Association 
Florida Tomato Exchange 
National Watermelon Association 
New York Farm Bureau 
San Diego County Flower and Plant Association 
San Diego County Farm Bureau 
Texas International Produce Association 
Turfgrass Producers of Florida 
Turfgrass Producers International 
Western Growers Association 

 
  Read more on the rule and view all comments on the  
Federal Register website:  www.federalregister.gov (search by 
Docket No. FMCSA-2018-0348).  If you experience any issues 
with transport related to these mandates, be sure to let TPF or 
TPI know. 

period, the FMCSA seeks comments, along with relevant 
quantitative or qualitative data, addressing how FMCSA 
could define or interpret the term “agricultural commodi-
ty” in §49 CFR 395.2 more clearly, while remaining con-
sistent with Congress's intent to provide a limited HOS 
exemption for CMV drivers who transport agricultural 
commodities. The purpose of the definition is to determine 
which agricultural commodities are eligible for the HOS 
exemption to allow additional driving and working hours 
for drivers transporting these commodities. Currently, dur-
ing harvesting and planting seasons as determined by 
each State, drivers transporting agricultural commodities, 
including livestock, are exempt from the HOS require-
ments from the source of the commodities to a location 
within a 150-air-mile radius from the source. The FMCSA 
has been working with the USDA to clarify the agricultural 
commodity definition and TPI has been in touch with 
them as well to make sure that sod producers are repre-
sented in any future changes to this definition. 
 
3.  Clarify the definition of “agricultural commodity” to 
include all ag commodities at risk of perishing in transit.  
The third, and most long-term solution that TPI is pursuing 
is to work with Congress to pass new legislation that would 
amend the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Act of 1999 with 
respect to the definition of agricultural commodities. On 
March 11th, 2019 Representative Austin Scott (R-GA) along 
with Rep. Neal Dunn (R-FL) and Rep. Al Lawson (D-FL) in-
troduced bill H.R. 1673 which is titled “The Agricultural 
Trucking Relief Act of 2019”. This bill would amend the 
current definition of agricultural commodities to be more 
inclusive of all agricultural commodities that are at risk of 
perishing in transit. There has also been a companion bill 
introduced into the U.S. Senate by Representative David 
Perdue (R-GA) on behalf of Representatives Jeff Merkley  
(D-OR), Bill Cassidy (R-LA), Cindy Hyde-Smith (R-MS), John-
ny Isakson (R-GA), Marco Rubio (R-FL), and James Inhofe (R
-OK). As of October 2019, H.R. 1673 has bipartisan support 
from 29 co-sponsors and S. 2025 has bipartisan support of 
9 co-sponsors.  
     This important issue affecting U.S. sod haulers that has 
the potential to drastically impact daily business opera-
tions and costs. It is not an issue that is specific to sod pro-
duction, nor is it one that we created. The lack of clarity 
around agricultural commodities impacts other important 
agricultural crops that don’t necessarily fit into “food, feed, 
fiber, or livestock” and those industries are working with us 
on this as well. To date, these include American Hort, the 
American Farm Bureau Federation, the Florida Fruit and 
Vegetable Association, the Turfgrass Producers of Florida, 
and others. We will continue to work diligently on this to 
make sure that sod producers are at the table and fully 

(Continued from page 10) 
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     Promising new turfgrass varieties, including CitraBlue St.  
Augustine and several Zoysia varieties still under evaluation,  
are poised to make a significant positive impact to our state’s 
landscape challenges as the result of sponsored research  
projects conducted by the University of Florida’s Institute of  
Food and Agricultural Science (IFAS).   
     The sponsored research projects were made possible by a 
collaboration between UF/IFAS, the Turfgrass Producers of 
Florida, and Sod Solutions, Inc.  A group of more than twenty 
forward-thinking turf farm participants across Florida have 
provided research contributions to the Zoysia and St. Augus-
tine breeding programs over several years.  At the Zoysia  
program’s inception in 2012, the sting of a major economic 
recession that began in 2007 still lingered. Even through the 
struggle of tough economic times, the program participants 
invested in research. These growers realized that for a  
sustainable future for turf production, breeding improve-
ments for new grasses and long-term support for IFAS and 
the University of Florida was essential. Later in 2015, a similar  
St. Augustine Breeding Program (SBP) was initiated.   
     In October of this year, two important events were held to 
demonstrate to participants and other industry leaders how  
far we have come.   
 

Turf Research Florida Zoysiagrass Program 
 

     On October 8th, Turf Research Florida participants met  
at Tater Farms in Hastings to discuss the program status  
and tour plots of varieties under consideration for future 
commercial release.  Dr. Kevin Kenworthy provided the  
latest data from on-farm sites and limited landscape  
applications on four lines: FAES 1307, FAES 1319, FAES 1312, 
and FAES 1313.  All lines have emerged as strong performers 

at research sites throughout the state and in National 
Turfgrass Evaluation (NTEP) trials for one or more of the  
key breeding criteria  - drought response and large patch 
resistance - and/or additional desirable traits, such as better 
winter color, improved shade tolerance, cold tolerance and 
overall appearance. 
     While all have potential both in and outside of Florida, 
FAES 1307 is emerging as a grass of  specific interest for the 
state due to its improved winter color, drought tolerance, 
and excellent blocking characteristics.  Jordan Brees from 
JW Turf brought a pallet of recently harvested FAES 1307  
and shared his experience on grow-in and harvesting.   
     Both Dr. Kenworthy and Dr. Bryan Unruh, who has coordi-
nated trials at the Jay research facility in northwest Florida, 
were on hand to answer questions and share observations 
during a field walk of the on-farm plots.  
     The plan going forward is to coordinate with Florida  
Foundation Seed Producers and the Southern Seed  
Certification program to expand material at JW Turf to set 
up for foundation stock and to provide limited material for 
evaluation into landscapes.  Tater Farms and Bethel Farms 
have material which may also be expanded in the future for 
similar purposes.  Discussions are ongoing at this time to 
determine whether to retain material from both locations 
prior to expansion in order to strategically distribute this  
material to selected landscapes across Florida for further 

Zoysia, St. Augustine 
Grower Programs  
Moving Forward 
 
Tobey Wagner, President, Sod Solutions 

Tater Farms, which serves as a research location for the new  
zoysiagrass varieties, hosted the October 8 grower meeting  

(L to R: Will Nugent, Bethel Farms, and Eric Hjort, Tater Farms.) 



 

 

evaluations. A special thanks to Eric Hjort and Jeff Thomas at 
Tater Farms for hosting the event.  
  
CitraBlue St. Augustine 
 

     The following day on October 9th, the North Central  
Florida Turfgrass Field Day was held at the UF/IFAS Plant  
Science Research & Education Unit at Citra, allowing growers 
and other attendees to view evaluation plots there and  
discuss the lines with breeders and researchers from other 
areas (such as pathology and entomology) who are evaluat-
ing these lines and others.    
     This year’s event was one of the best planned and execut-
ed to date. The presenters at each research station did an 
excellent job of explaining the procedures of each study and 
what was being learned from the evaluations. The University 
of Florida has one of the most recognized turf breeding pro-
grams in the country, and it was an educational hands-on 
field day.  CitraBlue™ St. Augustine was a highlight of 
the event as study after study and station after station clearly 
demonstrated its technical strength.  From drought to 
shade to disease  tolerance, CitraBlue™ is poised to bring 
significant improvement to St. Augustine offerings.  Many  
attendees were wearing CitraBlue™ hats, from the UF/IFAS 
officials to the caterers! It was evident that the University of 
Florida is proud of their breeding program and newest 
grass.   
     The CitraBlue™ St. Augustine growers gathered during 
lunch to discuss the commercial launch of the variety, which 
includes significant expansion plans throughout the state.  
We anticipate as many as 700 acres will be in production by 
the end of 2020, with ready-to-purchase inventory becoming  
increasingly availability in the late spring and summer.   
     Dr. Phil Busey, who conducts Florida inspections on behalf 

of the Southern Seed 
Certification Associa-
tion, articulated and 
clarified certification 
procedures, includ-
ing the need to  
communicate ahead 
of planting with  
fumigation details  
or submitting altera-
tive to fumigation 
plans for approval.  
He emphasized that 
both he and SSCA 
are available as  
resources for grower 
questions.  
     CitraBlue is also 

generating considerable interest in the market.  The aesthet-
ics and technical merits of CitraBlue™ are beginning to 
drive early demand; several developers have already specified 

CitraBlue™ for upcoming projects.   
     In September, the promotion of CitraBlue™ at The  
Landscape Show in Orlando (Florida’s largest horticultural 
industry trade show and conference, sponsored by the  
Florida Nursery, Growers and Landscape Association) was 
very successful.  It also demonstrated what strong educa-
tional and communication assets we have in Dr. Kenworthy 
and Dr. Ken Quesenberry, who worked tirelessly in the 
CitraBlue™ trade show booth answering questions and 
interacting with landscapers, specifiers, wholesale outlets, 
growers, and others involved in the plant and turfgrass 
trade.  Show attendees commented how remarkable it  
was to be able to communicate face-to-face with the 
breeder and university officials.   
     Grower involvement through meetings and field  
day events, including the Citra Field Day, are important  
hallmarks of both Turf Research Florida Zoysia and the  
St. Augustine Breeding Program.  It is clear that the  
cooperative approach embraced by both programs is  
yielding a good result.  We look forward to further progress 
in 2020 and to seeing both programs continue to expand 
and grow.   

Attendees at The Landscape Show in  
Orlando responded enthusiastically to 
CitraBlue’s striking deep blue-green color 
and more compact appearance. 
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Striking 
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against weeds

Top rated shade  
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resistance
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